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The purpose of this first edition of 
Greetham Parish Council News is to 
inform you of what your Parish Council 
does, and answer some of the questions 
that you may have wanted to ask. We hope 
you find this magazine informative and, 
should you have any questions which 
remain unanswered, you can contact the 
Parish Council Clerk whose details are on 
the back page.

Annual Overview
Chair’s Report
Our Parish Council has 
had a busy year with many 
projects and challenges 
and we have endeavoured 
to give support to 
everyone’s concerns in the 
Parish of Greetham. I have 
divided up my report into sections to try and 
show what your Parish Council does and how 
it works.

Finance
Our main source of income is from the 
precept charged to all council tax payers in 
the Parish of Greetham. This modest charge 
gives us a regular funding to cover everyday 
costs and expenses. Due to prudent planning, 
our Parish Council has funds to meet all 
its responsibilities. We have supported 
Community Centre projects such as the 
CCTV camera installation and provided new 
picnic tables for the Community Centre 
field. We have also been able to continue to 
support our Citizens Advice Bureau, which 
offers much needed help to our local area. 
The Parish Council also maintains some 
footpaths in the village, on Parish land. We 
have paid for the installation of the benches 
in Great Lane, in the pedestrianised tree 

avenue. These benches have been donated 
by generous villagers. We also help maintain 
the Village Clock in St. Mary’s Church. Sadly, 
our Burial Ground also produces income 
for the Parish Council, but this helps fund 
any maintenance work that is needed at 
the grounds as well as contributing to other 
Parish needs.

Planning
Our workload on planning has been 
extremely heavy over the last twelve months. 
This is due to large amounts of upgrading 
and extending of existing housing stock, plus 
many new builds on the two estate areas to 
the west of the village. These developments 
have all involved issues regarding non-
adherence to plans and unapproved cutting 
of trees and hedges. These matters have 
all been addressed, but they have involved 
long and protracted communications with 
Rutland County Council and the developers. 
The quality of some of these builds has also 
resulted in several complaints from the public 
and councillors. In one instance this forced 
the builder to repoint an entire group of stone-
built houses.
 
Standing orders
The rules and standing orders of our council 
have been reviewed and updated to reflect 
the ever-changing criteria, such as days of 
meetings, members’ declaration procedures 
and changes in the way our focus groups 
operate. This is done so that both councillors 
and the public know exactly what is expected 
of their Council.

Focus groups
These are groups of two or three councillors 
who handle research and information 
regarding a specific subject such as traffic, 
trees or footpaths. Their job is to find out 

and develop possibilities and then report 
back to the full council. They will never act 
independently of the main council because 
our council has eight councillors, so the focus 
group can never have an inbuilt majority. This 
ensures that all decisions are made by the 
full council. They can also choose to co-opt 
members of the public to join them if they feel 
it would be helpful.

Neighbourhood and Local Plan
Local and Neighbourhood Plans offer 
a framework which we consult when 
considering any development in our Parish. 
This is never easy and often comes down 
to any given interpretation on each issue. 
However, our Neighbourhood Plan does 
reflect our own Parish’s view and has started 
to be used to voice what you, the voters, feel 
on Greetham issues. The recent refusal of a 
planning application for houses at the back 
of North Brook Close quoted Greetham’s 
Neighbourhood Plan in its reasons for 
refusal. As a council, we must use the tools 
we have to challenge views that come from 
outside our Parish, from people who don’t 
understand our village and its surrounding 
area.

Community Centre
The Parish Council has three members who 
sit on the Community Centre Committee. Their 
role is to report back to the Parish Council 
on the running of the Community Centre and 
to help and advise on any issues that arise. 
At least one member should be present at 
every Community Centre meeting but not 
necessarily all three. This year, working 
together with the Community Centre, the 
Parish Council has helped to secure funding 
of more than £35,000 from Rutland County 
Council for the play area and new central 
heating. The close working relationship of 

these two important village institutions helps 
create the community of which we are all so 
proud. I think that sometimes people do not 
realise how much personal time and effort 
people on the Community Centre committee 
give to both keeping the building operating 
and organising functions to fulfil its social role 
in the village. I personally would like to give 
them a big thank you.

Quarries
Both stone quarries in our Parish are working 
businesses which cause some day to day 
issues, due to the nature of their trade. The 
Parish Council is constantly monitoring the 
road dust and debris outside the gates of their 
sites to make sure they are minimised and 
cleared up. Blockages are sometimes found in 
the drainage system which the Parish Council 
advises the relevant authorities to clear. This 
is an ongoing issue and any reports to the 
Parish Council by members of the public are 
most helpful. Quarries come under mineral 
rights legislation, not local government, and 
as such this makes it much more difficult to 
control their actions. We endeavour to do our 
best with this controversial area of commerce.

Communication
If you need to let your Parish Council know 
anything or would like their help in any way, 
please do contact our Clerk (contact details 
on back page) or individual councillors, as 
you wish. This is the only way we can deal 
with your issues. Whilst Facebook offers an 
interesting window into what is going on in 
Greetham, it is not monitored by the Parish 
Council. No guarantee can be given as to the 
accuracy of what is posted on Facebook. 

Before every meeting we publish an 
agenda of all upcoming issues and 
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We are lucky to have such an attractive Burial 
Ground, with grassed graves and an open 
country aspect. These grounds are mostly 
maintained by generous volunteers, who give 
their time to cut the grass and carry out other 
maintenance. There are also regular work 
days from the Parish Council to clear moss 
and cut hedges, when needed.

As part of our ongoing plans, we are 
considering planting some small trees to the 
north of the grounds and creating a natural 
garden of rest with a bench and sympathetic 
planting. We are proposing that this area 
would be available for natural burials, with 
a small flat marker stone for the grave site. 
The idea is to create an area for relatives to 
be able to sit and enjoy the peace. This part 
of the grounds would be kept more naturally, 
with flora to attract wildlife. At present this has 
not been finally decided and any suggestions 
from members of the Parish are most 
welcome within the next month.
    
Village Clean Up
Twice a year Greetham Parish Council 
organise a village clear up. Once in October/
November and again in March/April. Any 
volunteers who come along are issued with 
pickers, gloves, bin bags and safety high vis 
jackets. A plan of the village is marked up 

planning applications. This is posted on the 
Greethamrutland.com website under Parish 
Council. It is also posted in the Parish Council 
noticeboard on the village green. At present 
our meetings are on the second Wednesday 
of each month and the agenda is posted 
three working days beforehand. Should 
any planning arrive mid-month, an extra 
meeting will be called, usually on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month, and be publicised 
in the same way. Minutes of all meetings are 
posted on the website and in the noticeboard, 
a few days after each meeting. The best way 
to hear what is going on in Greetham is to 
come to a Parish Council meeting. Everyone 
is most welcome to attend. 

Members and Co-Option
We operate as a Parish Council with eight 
members although at present there are 
only seven. Due to resignations we have 
recently co-opted two new members. This 
is the procedure when no election is called 
for by the public. Having a full complement of 
councillors allows us to reflect a wider voice 
of opinion and have a bigger team to draw 
from, in maintaining the various groups and 
functions of our Council.

Forthcoming Election
On 2nd May 2019 there will be a compulsory 
new Parish Council, as the present Council 
will have stood for four years. If you wish 
to be a candidate, you need to live in the 
Parish and be on the electoral role. All you 
need to do, if you wish to stand, is request 
a form from Rutland County Council and put 
yourself forward in the prescribed way. If only 
eight people or less come forward, there 
will be no need for a full election. However, 
if more than eight candidates come forward 
then a full election will be held and organised 
by Rutland County Council. All registered 

with the surrounding lanes and access roads 
and groups of two or three volunteers are 
allocated a section to clear. The same faces 
appear most years, but new helpers would be 
extremely welcome too. The number of bags 
collected varies but there is always a big heap 
for Rutland County Council to remove at the 
end of the morning. As a regular and keen 
walker in Rutland, I am proud to say that our 
village has some of the cleanest verges and 
footpaths. This regular clean up keeps it in 
check, where in other, less fortunate areas 
nothing gets done at all.

People in cars throwing things out of the 
windows are the worst offenders and we 
are concerned that any proposed take away 
units at the old Ram Jam site may create an 
increase in this type of litter. Please pick up 
anything you see in the way of litter when 
walking around 
our lovely village. 
Zero tolerance is 
the best way to 
deter others.

Dog waste is a 
continuing issue 
but luckily only a 
minority of dog 
owners do not 
pick up. Attitudes have changed over time 
and by gently pointing out to others that their 
dog needs clearing up after, this will help to 
improve things even further. We introduced 
dog waste bags on the Community Centre 
field and at the bottom of the gated area 
of Great Lane, to help with this problem. If 
anyone feels strongly there is another black 
spot that needs addressing, please let your 
Parish Council know. These bags are well 
used, and the bins get full in summer, which 
is how we want it to be. Please be responsible 

voters in the Parish of Greetham can vote in 
this election and the eight candidates with the 
highest number of votes will be selected to 
form the new Parish Council. This Council will 
then stand for four years unless an election is 
called before then, for other reasons.

In Conclusion
Please do consider if you have something 
you can offer to the Parish, either by standing 
as a councillor or supporting our community 
in other ways. We always need new ideas 
and enthusiasm in the Parish. We seem 
to be entering an even more challenging 
period, with an increase in national demand 
for housing and local opportunities for 
development. Greetham Parish Council 
wants to ensure that your views are always 
taken into consideration during this process. 
That is the only way to make our special 
corner of Rutland sustainable in the future, 
while still maintaining its existing high quality 
living and working environment.

The Parish Council wish you all a very Happy, 
Healthy and Prosperous New Year.
Ken Edward
Chair of Greetham Parish Council

Burial Ground Report
Greetham Parish Council own the Burial 
Ground at the west end of Church Lane. 
This is a Church of England consecrated 
cemetery that also has a section for people 
who are not Christian or do not wish to be 
buried on consecrated ground. This is also 
available for burials of other faiths and 
beliefs. Its rules and regulations can be 
found on the GreethamRutland.com website 
under the Parish Council section. The Burial 
Ground is run by the Parish Clerk and two 
parish councillors. 
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hundred years of age. Whilst Rutland County 
Council has recently rejected the planning 
application there is always the possibility of 
an appeal which could reverse the current 
situation.

Although we have Greetham Near 
Wood and Greetham Far Wood as 
great assets, there is much need to 
provide more trees and hedgerows 
within our parish. The greatest threat 
to our trees, apart from building 
development, is currently disease. 
We have ash die back, horse chestnut 
canker and acute oak decline. 
All our recently planted trees come 
from British stock. If within our parish 

we can plant more trees than we take out and 
plant a variety of trees, we will be enhancing 
our village, encouraging more wildlife and 
enriching our environment.
Peter Hitchcox
Tree Warden

Planning
Greetham Neighbourhood Plan

In October 2017, the Greetham 
Neighbourhood Plan was approved following 
a lengthy process. The Neighbourhood Plan 
defines the way which residents would like 
the village to develop over the plan period 
from 2016 till 2036.

This approval involved establishing the 
wishes of residents, defining policies, 
conducting a referendum and satisfying an 
independent inspector that due process had 
been followed. The plan includes a character 
assessment of the different parts of the village 
so that future development is in harmony with 
that which already exists.

or odour issues to Anglian Water and to our 
Parish Clerk.

Tree Warden
The Tree Warden Scheme was set up nearly 
thirty years ago to redress the loss of trees 
and hedgerows caused by urban sprawl. In 
addition the storms of 1987 and 1990 caused 
over fifteen million trees to be lost in the 
South East of England. Leicestershire was a 
pioneering county and I was asked to be the 
Tree Warden at the time, when Rutland was 
administered by the Leicestershire County 
Council.

My role is to gather information and 
encourage practical projects relating to trees 
in the community. The Tree Warden is not 
expected to be an expert, but does have the 
support, amongst others, of a very skilled 
Forestry Officer at Rutland County Council. 
Not all authorities have Forestry Officers, so 
we are very fortunate to have such a person.

The early years were relatively quiet. There 
was tree planting within the village, on the 
south side of the B668, leaving the village 
on the Cottesmore side. The verges leading 
towards Cottesmore were planted with small 
trees as was Great Lane. Unfortunately, the 
Great Lane trees were stolen (there was a 
spate of tree theft in the area at the time) and 
most of the verge planting was cut down by 
the Council’s grass cutters.

More recently there has been greater 
optimism although possible cuts in the next 
County Council budget may seriously affect 
tree and environmental issues dear to so 
many of us in the community. We understand 
that these issues are important to our 
community. Greetham Parish Council has set 
aside some money in the budget in order to 
continue planting.

A donation from the firm which re-surfaced 
the road to the army base ‘crash gates’ has 
enabled the planting of trees along the B668 
near the Ram Jam roundabout. A subsequent, 
more substantial grant obtained by the Tree 
Warden, acting on behalf of 
the Parish Council, enabled 
a full planting of specimen 
trees along the gated area 
of Great Lane. These trees 
were sponsored to support 
the fund raising for the village 
Play Area refurbishment. 
This has been a great 
asset to the community. 
With co-operation from 
Rutland County Council and 
Cottesmore Parish Council, a three-year tree 
planting project along the B668 is planned.

The tree warden has no special power though 
he can comment on plans within the village 
which involve the possible removal or pruning 
of trees. Recently the Forestry Commission 
was involved in successfully taking to court 
an individual who had felled trees at the back 
of North Brook Close. There is a restitution 
order in place for these trees to be replaced. 
This prosecution came about thanks to the 
vigilance of the public, who informed the 
appropriate authorities along with the Parish 
Council and Tree Warden, when the trees 
were being felled. 

Currently the warden is involved with the 
County Council and others in attempting to 
save protected old apple trees on the Ram 
Jam site. It may be possible to take grafts 
of these old apple trees before the possible 
demolition of the Ram Jam Inn and the re-
development of the site to provide drive-
through units. This could involve the total 
clearing of an ancient orchard, probably two 

for your dog and try to get others to do the 
same. 

A bin emptying rota is run by the Community 
Centre to clear the waste bins on the 
community field. This dirty job is undertaken 
by a great team of volunteers and I would 
like to thank them all for helping to keep 
everything so clean and tidy. If you would like 
to help too, just give me a call and we would 
be delighted to sign you up. This is definitely 
a case of “many hands make light work”.

The next village clear up will be in March and 
the dates will be published in the March 2019 
newsletter. Do join us and help to make a 
difference.

Floods and Sewers 
Greetham is a medieval 
village and the drainage 
and water supply 
have developed in a 
haphazard way over the 
last few hundred years. 
The system is that all sewage flows towards 
the east of the village by various routes and 
then is pumped back up, along the southern 
boundary of the village, to the west end and 
into the sewage works. The pumping station 
near the Wheatsheaf regularly breaks down. 
It is not helped by having to pump all of 
Stretton’s waste as well. As a Parish Council 
we are limited as to what we can do. We 
always point out the inadequacies at the 
planning stage of new developments, but 
this is nearly always ignored. Rutland County 
Council say that Anglian Water must decide 
such matters and Anglian Water always say 
there is no problem. We will continue to do 
battle on this issue and rely on people telling 
Greetham Parish Council when there are 
any problems. Please report any blockages 
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• A 20mph zone within the village.
• Gates at both ends of Great Lane,  
 making it a pedestrian and cycling  
 facility.
• Restricting HGV access in Church Lane.
• Requesting Rutland County Council to  
 monitor traffic use of the B668 through  
 the village.
• Taking out the central white lines on  
 the B668 through the village, which  
 has encouraged traffic to approach  
 more cautiously at the ‘pinch-points’ on  
 Main Street.
• 20 minutes restriction on parking  
 outside the village shop.
• The imminent widening of the   
 pavement outside Oak House, 
 which will allow safe wheelchair and  
 pushchair access and increase visibility 
 for people exiting Pond Lane.

Much of this progress may seem to be slow 
going, though much of it has been better 
than expected given the current financial 
climate. The Traffic Focus Group, along with 
many from the Parish Council and village, 
find dealing with bureaucracy extremely 
frustrating.

There have recently been more frequent 
accidents involving vehicles, property and 
narrow misses for pedestrians. There has 
also been an increase in the number of 
very large HGVs passing through what is 
essentially a narrow lane, to and from the A1 
and Oakham.

In spite of some progress, these traffic 
problems remain. This Focus Group will 
continue, through the Parish Council, to 
press for a realistic solution to our traffic 
problems. What a pity the 1948 plans were 
not enacted all those years ago when traffic 
was comparatively light.

enacted, then perhaps the Traffic Focus 
Group would have been unnecessary.

The Traffic Focus Group was established by 
the Parish Council some years ago to report 
back to the main Parish Council. It addresses 
the ongoing traffic problems, particularly 
on Main Street, which has several listed 
buildings. An increase in the volume of traffic, 
speeding, heavy vehicles and an inadequate 
pavement have all caused concern for many 
years. Currently the group consists of two 
parish councillors and two members of the 
public, co-opted by the Parish Council. 

The recent Neighbourhood Plan identified 
traffic on the B668 as one of the major 
difficulties in Greetham, which overall is seen 
as a positive place in which to live.

The Traffic Focus Group collates information 
and reports back to the Parish Council. The 
Parish Council has little power and relies 
on action from Leicestershire Constabulary 
and Rutland County Council’s officers and 
councillors, to address and resolve traffic 
and pedestrian problems within our growing 
village.

This Focus Group has helped the Parish 
Council to make progress over the years, as 
listed below:

• Speed Watch campaigns to highlight  
 the village’s traffic concerns to the  
 Police and County Council

Local Plan, because if it does not, then 
developers can develop almost anywhere 
without controls.

Planning Applications
The present Parish Council puts considerable 
effort into preparing comments on planning 
applications. Ultimately planning decisions 
are made by Rutland County Council, but 
they do take account of comments made by 
local communities. Our aim is to preserve 
where possible the character of the village 
and reflect what we believe to be the wishes 
of residents.

A recent application to develop the Ram Jam 
Inn site was rejected in part due to comments 
made by the Parish Council. Whilst the Parish 
Council was not opposed to development of 
the site, it regarded the proposed creation of 
fast food take away outlets as not appropriate 
for this site. The application was refused 
for several reasons such as serious safety 
implications, loss of a heritage building and 
the removal of ancient trees with preservation 
orders.

Traffic Focus Group
In 1948, Rutland County Council planned a 
by-pass for Cottesmore and Greetham to link 
Oakham with the A1 North. If this had been 

When new planning applications are 
presented, they must go through several 
stages before they are accepted or rejected. 
Part of this process involves a consideration 
of how the application fits with the 
Neighbourhood Plan, and the Parish Council 
are asked to comment on this. An example of 
this was the Planning Application for houses 
at the rear of North Brook Close which was 
rejected, in part, as it did not conform to the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

The plan will have to be periodically updated, 
particularly to reflect changes to the RCC 
Local Plan which is updated every five years. 
The Parish Council will need to start doing 
this at the end of next year.

A copy of the plan can be found by Googling 
- “Greetham Neighbourhood Plan”.

RCC Local Plan Review
Our Neighbourhood Plan must coordinate 
with the Rutland County Council Local Plan 
and this is in the process of being updated. 
Nationally, many more houses are required. 
A first draft proposed a large number of new 
houses in Greetham and this was strongly 
contested by residents and the Parish 
Council as 54 houses had recently been built. 
RCC have fortunately taken a step back in 
the process because they have taken into 
account the development of St George’s 
Barracks at Edith Weston, which is no 
longer required by the Army. Indications are 
that this may lead to a significant reduction 
in the number of new houses proposed for 
Greetham.

We expect that the Local Plan will be updated 
by the end of this year (2019) after further 
consultation and independent inspection. It is 
very important that Rutland has an approved 
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importance of village residents working with 
their Parish Council, and even becoming 
a member, so that we have a good mix of 
councillors representing the whole village. 
What I cannot do is act in any way to influence 
Greetham Parish Council. I can provide input 
and information, but I am very much of the 
belief that the Parish Council are the body 
best positioned to make decisions for the 
benefit of the whole village.

Greetham Parish Council
List of Parish Councillors
• Mr Ken Edward (Chair)
• Mrs Jane Denyer (Vice Chair)
• Mr Peter Hitchcox
• Mr. David Hodson
• Mrs Ann Jenkins
• Mr Robert Kinchen
• Dr Roger Oakes

County Councillor and Ward Member
for Greetham

Nick Begy email:
nbegy@rutland.gov.uk

Clerk Details
ANNE BASDEN
24 GREAT LANE
GREETHAM
RUTLAND
LE15 7NG
01572 812742
MAIL TO: greethampc@gmail.com

Play Area
When we were collating evidence for the 
Neighbourhood Plan, we asked the entire 
population of Greetham (adults and children) 
what was positive and negative about living 
in Greetham.

The younger people in Greetham gave us a 
very strong message that they wanted the 
Play Area at the Community Centre updated 
as they believed it was very uninspiring. This 
meant they had to travel outside of the village 
after school to other villages’ play areas for 
their recreation.

After enthusiasm from a Facebook chat 
group, a small committee of dedicated 
villagers formed an action group and 
sought confirmation from the village of their 
requirements. As the Parish Council are 
ultimately responsible for the Community 
Centre recreational facilities, they requested 
that the Community Centre set up a Play Area 

Action Group to see what could be done.
As you are by now all aware, due to the 
efforts of the Community Centre Play Area 
Action Group, in collaboration with the Parish 
Council, Greetham Community Centre is 
now the proud owner of a brand new Play 
Area, with the most up to date equipment 
installed. The young people of Greetham 
were consulted as to their equipment wish 
list and, subject to financial constraints, most 
of this equipment was provided, thanks to 
grants from WREN, Biffa Award and Rutland 
County Council as well as community fund 
raising and Lottery funding.

A message from Nick Begy
As Ward Member for Greetham on the Rutland 
County Council, I am here to undertake 
two important roles. Firstly, I represent 
the residents of Greetham and secondly, I 
represent the other villages in the rest of my 
Ward. In my time in the role, I have worked 
on cases of planning, highways, housing, 
and many other varied subjects. My other 
role is to work with Rutland County Council 
on providing strategy for the county, and to 
help protect what is great about our Rutland. 
I take this role very seriously and work hard 
on many issues, such as maintaining our 
environment, public safety, health and leisure 
and creating opportunities for our young 
people to work and live in the county.

My work with Greetham Parish Council is 
advisory. I am invited to attend Parish Council 
meetings, for which I am grateful. I work with 
the County Council to help Greetham Parish 
Council pursue the actions which they believe 
are in the best interest of the village.
 
Your Parish Council is your mouth piece 
and your voice. I cannot stress enough the 

Benches
The Benches Focus Group was formed in 
2015 as a direct result of comments received 
via the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire 
and the resulting village meeting. Senior 
citizens in our village specifically identified a 
need for more benches around the village.
We are very fortunate to have a good network 
of footpaths. The pedestrianisation of Great 
Lane north of the village and the recent 
planting of an avenue of trees along it have 
contributed to our lovely walks. Residents 
were concerned that there were not enough 
benches in and around these locations for 
them to stop and rest and admire the scenery.
In 2015 we had three benches, two on the 
village green and one in the burial ground. 
To date we have added a further three. 
One purchased by the Parish Council is on 
the green by Greetham Church in memory 
of Roger Begy. Two further benches have 
recently been installed on Great Lane. Both 
these benches were generously donated 
by villagers, with the bases and installation 
provided by the Parish Council.

We continue to monitor the best places to 
install benches and would welcome villagers 
wishing to sponsor a bench in memory of a 
loved one. Please contact the Parish Clerk if 
you would like further information regarding 
sponsorship.
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